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tion and continuation of life must be looked upon as
a good. But closer analysis shows that even tins
may, from a certain point of view, be regarded as a
means. The good itself is distinct from it. We are
thus met by the necessity of making a broad distinc-
tion which is of the utmost importance to sociology.
The biological must be clearly marked off from the
psychological standpoint. The former is that of
function, the latter that of feeling. It is convenient
and almost necessary, in order to gain a correct con-
ception of these relations, to personify Nature, as it
were, and bring her into strong contrast with the
sentient creature. Thus viewed, each may be con-
ceived to have its own special end. The end of
Nature is function, i.e., life. It is biological. The
end of the creature is feeling, i.e., it is psychic.
From the standpoint of Nature, feeling is a means
to function. From the standpoint of the organism,
function is a means to feeling. Pleasure and pain
came into existence in order that a certain class
of beings might live, but those beings, having
been given existence, now live in order to enjoy.
This enjoyment of life, which we may say was not
contemplated by Nature, or to use Weismann's
expression, was "unintended," and which forms no
necessary part of the general scheme of Nature,
becomes, once it has been introduced, the sole end
of the beings capable of it. As Nature cares nothing
for their enjoyments and is indifferent to their suffer-
ings, so they in turn care nothing for her great scheme